
Knowledge Organiser - English 

Classic Poetry for Performance Explanations Mystery  

Elements of a story 

Character - the 
person that carries the 

action. 
Plot - how the story 
happens. Action, 
series of events. 
Setting - sets the 
scene. Where? 

When? 
Conflict - struggle in 

the plot, something to 
overcome. 

Theme - the main 
idea, the central 

belief. 

What a good one looks like(WAGOLL):

What is an explanation text?

Explanations are used to explain events and 
processes, or to tell you how and why something 
works.

The structure

1. A general statement of what is going to be 
explained. 

2. Step-by-step details of how and why the event or 
process happened, or how something works.

Features of the text

1. Write it in simple present tense. 
2. Use time connectives like then, next, after. 
3. Use cause and effect connectives like because, 

so, this causes.

What to 
include: 

Title 

Introduction 

Main body 

Conclusion 

Technical 
words 

Diagram(s) 

Glossary 

The first aspect 
immediately noticeable 

about a classical poem is 
its clarity of expression. 
In classical poetry the 

underlying truth the poet is 
conveying is never lost.

 

Repetition 
When words and 

phrases are repeated 
multiple    

times.   .    
 

 

Tone and Pace 
Have a big impact 
on rhythm and 
effected by 
punctuation. 

 

Onomatopoeia 
When a word imitates 
the sound it makes 
(e.g. BANG,  
SPLASH) 

 

Similes 
Compares two 

different things, 
using the words 
“like” or “as”. 

 

Rhyme 
Rhyming words occur 
very often in poems, 
sometimes in patterns. 
 

 

 

Metaphors 
Identifies something 
as being the same 
as something else. 
 

 

 

Rhythm 
The flow of a poem, 
often effected by the 
punctuation and shape  
of a poem.  

 

Alliterations 
More than one word 
beginning with the 
same letter (close 
together in text). 




